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The Elementary Program at Community Montessori School

“The secret of good teaching is to regard the child’s intelligence as a fertile field in which seeds may be sown, to grow under the heat of flaming imagination. Our aim therefore is not merely to make the child understand, and still less to force him to memorize, but so to touch his imagination as to enthuse him to his innermost core. We do not want complacent pupils, but eager ones; we seek to sow life in the child rather than theories, to help him in his growth, mental and emotional as well as physical, and for that we must offer grand and lofty ideas to the human mind, which we find ever ready to receive them, demanding more and more.”

- Maria Montessori  “To Educate the Human Potential”
Parents of children in the Montessori Elementary Program usually have concerns that are quite different from the questions that parents have about their preschool age children. Questions change from those about a child protesting that he doesn’t like school or refusing to finish all his lunch to those involving academics and socialization.

We want you to understand as much as possible about the nature of your elementary age child and his experience at school. The topics discussed in this handout are important to our elementary children and their parents.

Social Life

How can we offer the broad social atmosphere of a large public school? Won’t children have fewer friends?
The truth is that your child’s social skills and peer interactions are much less a factor of the quantity of the children in a school, but more of the quality of the atmosphere of the school in general and of the child’s classroom in particular.
Ours is a small school, which lends to much individual attention. Our teachers get to know the children very well and are often better aware of the child’s emotional needs and know the family better than in a large institution.

The students enjoy the family atmosphere that our school provides. Each child is an important member in the school family. This enhances the children’s feelings of community, comfort and security.

Many of the children have very close friends they have made at school. These friendships can be further cultivated outside school with your help. Encourage your child to get together with his/her school friends on weekends and during vacations. Our classroom directories help in making arrangements to get together.

And, if you want to enlarge your child’s peer activities outside school and home there are many possibilities. Among the best are:

· Boy Scouts/Girl Scouts
· YMCA activities

· organized sports

· Boys Clubs/ Girls Clubs

· Dept. of Parks and Recreation activities

Physical Education/Athletics

Elementary age children need more vigorous physical activity than their primary age counterparts. What can we do to provide this for them?

All our elementary children participate in a physical education program.  This is in addition to whatever games and other activities they have on the playground during recess.  There are also various team sports programs outside the school that are both organized and well-coached.
Testing

Does the classroom teacher test the children? Do you give Achievement Tests?

Testing is one area in which a traditional Montessori School differs somewhat from public school and most private schools.  Though the motivation for testing is good (to ascertain the student’s progress), there can be negative emotional consequences that accompany the testing process. Children may develop a significant portion of their self-esteem based upon how well they do on tests. This can lead to accompanying anxiety and nervousness. This is in contrast to the natural and relaxed manner in which people learn best.

At Community Montessori School, we do not give traditional “tests” nor do we participate in standardized testing.  However, the classroom directress regularly tests for understanding by questioning a student about their work, evaluates the work that is being done, and carefully documents what concepts have been mastered.

The Inevitable Transfer

How do Montessori children adjust to a traditional school environment when they leave your school? How are they prepared academically and socially?

In general our children are well prepared academically. Teachers like to get bright children who have a positive attitude toward learning. Children who love to learn and explore are happy additions to any class. It is important to note that the later the children transfer from our school the better the adjustment. They are more mature, have a deeper love of learning, and have more self-confidence in the classroom. 

It is one of our responsibilities to help prepare children to adjust to the outside world, and that includes helping the child make as easy a transition as possible. The teacher will prepare the children for the change by helping them to adjust to the differences in the learning environment and material presented.
A new environment always demands change and it may take the children a while to adjust to the new environment. But once they get used to new procedures and new expectations they should be fine. If the children have truly benefited from the Montessori environment they will have developed inner discipline and a sense of responsibility. They will want to do what is right more because it feels good and less because they are fearful of the results of doing wrong.

This translates into the ability to listen and follow instructions. If the children know how to do this they should be fine in any environment. Montessori education aspires to develop people who are responsible and concerned individuals, people who are aware that they are a part of the universal family of man. These people are not only able to make an adjustment to a new environment but they are an asset wherever they are.

